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Tippecanoe County Drainage Board 
Minutes 

March 24, 2006  
SPECIAL Meeting 

Those present were: 
 
Tippecanoe County Drainage Board President KD Benson, Vice President John Knochel, member Ruth Shedd, County 
Surveyor Steve Murray and Drainage Board Secretary Brenda Garrison. Drainage Board Attorney Dave Luhman was absent. 
 
Classification of Drains (Partial) 
 
The Surveyor presented the Classification of Drains (Partial) report to the Board. A copy of which would be included 
(excluding Exhibit A- see file) in the official Drainage Board Minutes book.  The Surveyor stated he has completed and 
presented a Classification of Drains (Partial) report to the Board previously in 2003 and 2005. He stated this year he had 
expanded it with more detailed information as “Exhibit A”.  He stated as it was not feasible for his office to know the 
condition of every regulated drain under County Maintenance, he relied on the farmer to report the condition of a drain .Often 
calling upon them for a review of the drain’s condition and noted his office receives maintenance request calls in the fall and 
spring when farmers are in the field.  
 
He reviewed his report with the Board as follows:    

1.) Drains in need of Reconstruction 
a. Berlovitz, Julius (#8)  (Includes Felbaum Branch)  

1. Declared Drainage Impact Area by Resolution 2006-02-DB 
The Surveyor stated the Board was very familiar with this Drain.  

b. Kirkpatrick, J.N.(#46) (Watershed above (east) of Concord Road 
1. Declared Drainage Impact Area by Resolution 2006-01-DB 

The Surveyor stated he had met with the landowners on the Upper JN Kirkpatrick Regulated Drain. It was decided they 
would provide their own regional detention and the County would construct a positive outlet. He noted the design would be 
completed within a couple of months and was hopeful to start the bidding process at that time. Right of Entries would be 
required from the landowners which they had verbally agreed to.  

c. Elliott, S.W. (#100)  
1. F-Lake Detention Facility 

The Surveyor stated EDIT monies was planned for this facility, however the Berlovitz Regional facility would take 
precedence over F-Lake.  

2. Branch #11 (at S.R.38 near Tractor Supply) 
The Surveyor stated Branch#11 of the S.W. Elliott served the property north of State Road 38. Previously the Brands were 
told they would have to reconstruct Branch #11 themselves. The reconstruction cost proved too much- as two 60” inch pipes 
were required under State Road 38. INDOT would not agree to place the pipes at their expense. The Surveyor suggested a 
formal reconstruction to the owners as INDOT would then have to shoulder the expense for the pipe installation under State 
Road 38. A landowner meeting concerning the reconstruction would be organized as soon as time allows.   

d. Anderson, J.B. (#2)  (Clarks Hill portion) 
The Surveyor stated a conceptual reconstruction plan was completed by Christopher B. Burke through the Lauramie Creek 
Watershed study. The original estimate was in excess of two million dollars, however the Surveyor had reviewed costs and 
was able to decrease that to approximately half a million dollars.    

e. Kirkpatrick, Frank (#45) (Portion East of  C.R. 450E) 
The Surveyor stated the Frank Kirkpatrick Drain was located in the southeast portion of the County with a portion east of 
C.R. 450East. This portion was investigated and found to be purposely laid uphill. The Surveyor stated he felt the 
reconstruction cost would not be acceptable by the landowners. However he noted it would continue to deteriorate over time 
and would be in need of the reconstructed in spite of the cost.  
 

2.) Hearing and rates established in 2005 
a. Anson, Delphine (#4) Reconstruction rate, periodic maintenance rate and maintenance rate after 

reconstruction set by hearing on August 29, 2005 
b. Jakes, Lewis (#40) Reconstruction rate, periodic maintenance rate and maintenance rate after reconstruction 

set by hearing on August 29, 2005 
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The Surveyor informed the Board there was a SEA 368 Review scheduled in the near future for the Lewis Jakes Drain. The 
drain outlet at Indian Creek. He explained if work was reconstruction and the length of a drain greater than ten miles on the 
USGS map, a review (SEA 368) by IDNR, IDEM and Army Corps of Engineers was required. They will walk the drain with 
the Surveyor and give their requirements for said reconstruction.  

 
3.) Urban Drains (per I.C. 36-9-27-68 Urban Drains are classified as in need of Reconstruction)  

a. S.W. Elliott (#100) 
b. Berlowitz, J. (#8) (Include Filbaum Branch) 
c. Kirkpatrick, J.N. (#46) 
d. Ross, Alexander (#48) 

The Surveyor noted extensive maintenance work on the Alexander Ross drain. 
 

4.) Drains in need of Periodic Maintenance 
            Please see attached sheet Exhibit A 
The Surveyor noted the Exhibit Sheet A indicated maintenance amounts from 1990 to date on each regulated drain and 
referred the Board members to the exhibit for review. 

 
5.) Insufficient Funds 

a. Blickenstaff, John (#11) 
b. Crist Fassnacht (#29) 
c. Grimes, Rebecca (#33) 
d. Harrison Meadows (#37) 
e. Kerschner, Floyd (#38) 
f. Kirkpatrick, Frank (#40) 
g. Lesley, Calvin (#48) 
h. Morin, F.E. (#57) 
i. O’Neal, Kelly(#59) 
j. OShier, Audley (#60) 
k. Saltzman, John (#70) 
l. Dickens, Jesse (#91) 

The Surveyor stated the most common reason for insufficient funds was the low originally established assessment rate. The 
rate was set many years ago and due to inflation did not meet present maintenance costs.  
 

6.) Proposed Drains for hearing in 2006  
(Request these drains be referred to Surveyor for preparation of maintenance report) 

a.  Brown, Andrew (#13)  
b.  Coe, Train (#18)  
c.  Haywood, E.F. (#35) 
d.  Harrison Meadows (#37) 
e.  Kirkpatrick, Frank (#45) 
f.  Morin, F.E. (#57) 
g.  Mottsinger, Hester (#58) 
h.  Parker, Lane (#61) 
i.  Resor, Franklin (#65) 
j.  Southworth, Mary (#73) 
k.  Vannatta, John (#81) 
l.  Yoe, Franklin (#90) 
m.  Dismal Creek (#93) 
n.  Beutler Gosma (#95) 
o.  Romney Stock Farm (#109) 

The Surveyor stated these drains assessment rates were more critical in his view. There was a limited amount of monies 
within the General Fund available for general use. For example the Andrew Brown in the northeast portion of the County was 
tile and open ditch. A portion of the open ditch was cleaned this spring due to the submerged outlet at the headwall. 
(Generally open ditches should be cleaned or dipped and cleared an average of ten to twelve years.) The cost for a three 
thousand foot open ditch at $6.00 per foot would be approximately $18,000.00.   It would take approximately 4-5 years to 
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repay the general fund.  The Harrison Meadows Drain had maintenance work done in the mid nineteen-nineties and owed the 
General Fund over $6000.00 to date. The four year total assessment for this drain was only $1915.70. 
 

7.) Drains recommended to be raised by 25% 
a. E.F. Haywood (#35) 
b. O’Neal Kelly (#59) 
c. Oshier, Audley (#60) 
d. Resor, Franklin (#65) 
e. Yoe, Franklin (#90) 
f. Kirkpatrick One (#96) 

The Surveyor noted this recommendation was a temporary fix. Raising the maintenance assessment 25% in his opinion was a 
proactive action in the interim.  
 

8.) Petitions for New Regulated Drain Referred to Surveyor  
a. Fred Whaley/Norm Bennett 
b. Todd Welch 

 
The Surveyor noted additional investigation was required for the Fred Whaley/Norm Bennett Petition as the tile drain was 
submerged which made it difficult to evaluate properly. He felt the most cost effective way was to set up a maintenance fund 
before additional investigation was done. Investigation on the Todd Welch petition would be completed as time allowed.  
 
     9.) Existing Drains Referred to Surveyor for Report              

c. Upper JN Kirkpatrick (#46) 
d. J. Berlowitz (#8) 

The Surveyor stated these drains had existing maintenance funds and was conferring with Christopher Burke on their reports.  
 
    10.)  Drain that should be vacated 
               a. That portion of Branch #5 of the J.N. Kirkpatrick which runs along the East                    
               side of Promenade Drive in Stones Crossing Commercial Subdivision.       

           The Surveyor stated this portion of the tile was presently functioning as a storm sewer for Promenade Parkway on the west 
side of Wal-Mart and should be vacated as it no longer functions as a county regulated tile.  
 
In summary the Surveyor stated a new drainage layer and map was close to completion and would eventually be available to 
the public. He reviewed the layer utilizing GIS for the Board. A red dash tile was a county tile or open ditch: a solid blue 
label indicated it had a maintenance fund, a green label indicated it did not have a maintenance fund. He added a database 
(individual drains historical information to date) was being maintained as well. He informed the Board he will give a 
presentation the first Wednesday of April to the District SWCD Board concerning County Drains.  
 
As there was no additional information for the Board, John Knochel made a motion to adjourn.   Ruth Shedd seconded the 
motion.  The meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
 
 
___________________________________________ 
 KD Benson, President 
 
 
 
___________________________________________ 
John Knochel, Vice President 
                                                                                                              _____________________________________ 
                                                                                                               Brenda Garrison, Secretary 
 
___________________________________________ 
Ruth Shedd, Member 
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